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ABSTRACT

A study was conducted at Tra Vinh University to evaluate the effect of Operculia turpethum on increasing
weight gain and feeding efficiency of this kind in feeding Bach Thao goats. The study was arranged in a
completely randomized design with four treatments and three replications, using 12 Bach Thao goats with an
average live weight of 13.0 £ 1.18 kg. Four treatment groups were given with varying levels of Operculia
turpethum in the diets: 0% (OTO, control), 25% (OT25), 35% (OT35) and 45% (OT45) respectively. The ratios
(25, 35 and 45%) were calculated on the basis of 5% body weight and feathered grass. The results showed that
the average weight gain of goats in treatments OT0, OT25, OT35 and OT45 was 77, 104, 111, and 91 g/unit/day
respectively. The greatest weight gain was seen in treatment group OT35, and was statistically significant (P
<0.01). Additionally, dry matter intake of goats in different treatments was statistically significant in the OT35
treatment (P < 0.05). The lowest feed conversion ratio was found in OT25 (7.89) and the greatest was found in
OTO (9.38). However, the difference between OT25 and OT35 indicated no statistical meaning. The OT35
treatment showed better weight gain and better economic efficiency in feeding Bach Thao goats in Tra Vinh.
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